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Introduction 

The European Union has a special approach towards issues connected  
with environment protection and with a sustainable economic development. The 
new period of programming for the years of 2007–2013 is the time where 
environmental investments, especially those connected with the development of 
power industry based on renewable energy sources, have been taken into 
consideration in financing from structural funds. 

In the accession treaty, Poland undertook to realize the share of electric 
energy generated from renewable sources in the gross national electricity 
consumption for the year 2010 at the level of 7.5 %. In the year 2005, this index 
was merely 2.6%1. 

In Poland the execution of the said investments can be financed alter alia  
within the framework of the following programmes: 
1. Infrastructure and Environment Operational Programme. 
2. Regional Operational Programmes (the Regional Operational Programme  

of Zachodniopomorskie Province). 
3. the Regional Operational Programme of Pomorskie Province. 
4. the Rural Areas Development Programme for the years of 2007–2013. 
5. European Territorial Cooperation Programmes 2007–2013. 

                                                      
1 R. Krasowski, Fundusze Europejskie na energetyk�  odnawialn� , Ministerstwo 

Rozwoju Regionalnego, Warszawa 2009. 
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I. Determinants concerning supporting investments connected with 
the renewable power industry with the European funds 

The implementation of investments supported with the EU co-financing is 
addressed to defined beneficiaries and is undertaken in compliance with specific 
conditions. 

Each programme distributes the funds according to strictly defined criteria 
concerning among others the amount, the minimum and the maximum of co-
financing. Each programme supports specific types of projects. 

1. Infrastructure and Environment Operational Programme 

This is one of the main programmes under which it is possible to co-finance 
investments related to the production of energy from renewable sources.  

Support can be obtained when applying to the following activities: 

Activity 9.4 PO I� : Production of energy from renewable sources 
The following types of projects can be executed:  

----  construction of a wind farm, a hydro power plant with the power up to 
10 MW, biomass or biogas collectors, a geothermal heat generating plant 

----  installation of solar collectors 
Beneficiaries of the funds from this activity can be as follows: 

----  entrepreneurs, 
----  local governments and their groups with the indication of the leading benefi-

ciary (unions, associations and agreements) 
----  those entities which provide public services on the grounds of a contract con-

cluded with local governments in which the local government possesses the 
majority  
of shares or stocks,  

----  entities selected as a result of proceedings carried out on the grounds of regu-
lations concerning public procurement, which provide public services on the 
grounds of a contract concluded with a local government, 

----  churches, church legal persons and their associations, and other religious unions. 
The support intensity will be defined within the framework of ordinances, 

but it can not exceed 20% of eligible expenditures (in the case of regional sup-
port for new investments) or the value of the project (in the case of horizontal 
support for environment protection e.g. for an increase of the power). The Insti-
tute of Fuels and Renewable Energy is the institution which organizes a compe-
tition and signs the co-financing contract. 

The minimum value of the project is PLN 20m with the reservation of the 
following exceptions:  
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– for investments in the scope of the generation of electric energy from biomass 
and biogas, and in the scope of construction and extension small hydro power 
plants: the value of the project is 10 million PLN. 

Activity 9.5 PO I� : Production of bio-fuels from renewable sources 
The following types of projects can be financed: 

----  construction of a plant/system for the production of biocomponents, i.e. 
methyl ester, fatty acids,  

----  construction of systems for the production of biogas. 
Entrepreneurs can be the beneficiaries of the funds from this activity. 
The maximum level of subsidies is 30% of the value of the investment, 

which the minimum value of the project is to be PLN 20 m.  

Activity 9.6 PO I� : Networks facilitating reception of energy from renewable 
 Under this Activity construction and modernization can be financed Under 

this Activity, the following topics can be financed: construction and moderniza-
tion to facilitate the connection to the National Power System of entities gener-
ating electric energy from renewable sources.  

The following beneficiaries may receive the funds: 
----  entrepreneurs 
----  local governments and their groups with the indication of the leading benefi-

ciary (unions, associations and agreements)  
----  entities performing public services on the grounds of a contract concluded 

with the local government, in which the local government possesses the ma-
jority of shares or stocks,  

----  subjects selected as a result of proceedings carried out on the grounds of 
regulations concerning public procurement, which provide public services on 
the grounds of a contract concluded with a local government entity. 
The minimum value of the project is to be PLN 20 m, while the value of the 

subsidy is 85%. 

Activity 10.3 PO I� : Development of industry for renewable energy sources 
Under this Activity, the following types of projects can be realized: 

– construction of plants which produce equipment for manufacturing: 
– electric energy from wind and water from small hydro power plants up to 

10MW from biomass and biogas, 
– heat with the use of biomass and geothermal energy and solar power, 
– electric energy and heat in cogeneration with the use of solely biomass or 

geothermal energy, 
–  biocomponents and liquid biofuels which constitute self-contained fuels. 
Entrepreneurs can be the beneficiaries of the funds under this Activity. 
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The maximum level of subsidies is 30 %. 
The minimum value of the project is PLN 20 m. 

 
Fig. 1. Division of funds within the framework of the Infrastructure and Environment 

Operational Programme per renewable power industry in million Euro 
Source: R. Krasowski, Fundusze Europejskie na energetyk�  odnawialn� , Ministerstwo 

Rozwoju Regionalnego, Warszawa 2009. 

The Infrastructure and Environment Operational Programme offers the 
largest support for investments in renewable energy sources. The largest portion 
of the funds is allocated to the execution of tasks concerning the remaining 
types (hydroelectric and geothermal) of renewable energy and biomass. Solar 
power has the smaller financial share in the support: in this scope, the co-
financing of investments is 11.9 m Euro (merely 1.5% of all the funds allocated 
to renewable energy sources). 

2. Regional Operational Programme of Zachodniopomorskie Province for 
the years 2007–2013 

Regional Operational Programmes offer funds for a wide range of invest-
ments connected with renewable energy sources. They are addressed to benefi-
ciaries from specified regions. There are 16 such programmes: as many as prov-
inces. Under the Regional Operational Programme of Zachodniopomorskie 
Province, investments in renewable energy sources can be subsidized under the 
following activity: 

Activity 4.1 Renewable energy and energy management  
Under this activity, one may apply for funds for the execution of the follow-

ing types of projects: 
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----  operations aimed at a development and an increase of the use of wind and 
solar energy, energy from biomass, which cover work and provision of 
means and resources concerning the infrastructure and devices required for 
the production of electric or heat energy including connection, 

----  operations aimed at an increase of hydro energy, geothermal energy as well 
as other alternative sources of energy (e.g. coke-oven gas), not mentioned 
anywhere else in the aforementioned scope, 

----  operations aimed at an increase of the efficiency of the production, transmis-
sion, distribution and use of energy, concerning work and provision of means  
and resources required for the production and connection of electric or heat 
energy, production of combined heat and electricity, and conversion .of the 
existing heating systems 
The following can be the beneficiaries of funds under this activity: 

----  territorial government units as well as their associations, 
----  organizational units of territorial governments with legal personality, 
----  units of the public finances sector with legal personality (not listed else-

where), 
----  non-government organizations, 
----  water law companies, 
----  large companies with registered offices in the territory of the Republic of Po-

land, 
----  partnerships of the abovementioned entities. 

The subsidies reach the level of 40% to 60%. 

3. Regional Operational Programme for Pomorskie Province for the years 
2007–2013 

Similarly as in the case of Zachodniopomorskie Province, Pomorskie Prov-
ince possess a programmme under which it is possible to finance investments 
aimed at obtaining energy from renewable sources. This is made possible under 
two following activities: 

Activity 5.4 Development of power engineering industry based on renewable 
sources 
The following types of projects can be implemented: 

----  construction, extension or conversion of infrastructure or purchase of equip-
ment for the production of energy obtained from renewable sources, 

----  construction of sources producing electricity combined with heat with the use  
of renewable energy sources, 

----  construction or conversion of connection infrastructure required for the col-
lection and transmission of electricity or heat from renewable sources. 
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The beneficiaries of funds under this activity can be as follows: 
----  territorial government units as well as their associations, 
----  organizational units of territorial governments, 
----  entities which perform the assignments from territorial government units, 
----  non-government organizations, 
----  churches and denominational associations as well as the legal person of 

churches and denominational associations, 
----  units of the sector of public finances with legal personality, 
----  entities which operate on the grounds of a public-private partnership contract. 

The maximum level of subsidies is 75%. 
The minimum value of the project is PLN 1 m.  

Activity: 5.5 Power engineering infrastructure and energy saving  
This activity offers support to projects which include the development  

and modernization of heat engineering systems and infrastructure, in connection  
with the replacement of energy carriers from fossil solid fuels with environ-
ment-friendly fuels. 

The following can be the beneficiaries of the funds under this Activity: 
----  local government entities, their unions and associations, 
----  organizational units of local government entities, 
----   subjects which perform the assignments from local government entities,  
----  non-government organizations, 
----  churches and religious associations as well as legal persons of churches and 

religious associations, 
----  units of the sector of public finances which are legal entities,  
----  entities which act based on a contract concerning public and private partnership, 
----  commercial partnerships which function as an operator of a distribution sys-

tem as defined by the Act concerning energy law, which operate in an agree-
ment with a local government entity, which is competent for the area of in-
vestment. 
The maximum level of subsidies is 75%. 
The minimum value of the project is PLN 1 m. 

4. Rural Areas Development Programme for the years of 2007–2013  

This Programme offers support to undertakings in rural areas. Among the 
many investments for which the funds can be obtained, there are also tasks re-
lated to renewable energy. Beneficiaries may include farmers and those village 
residents who have their own businesses. Subsidies can be obtained under the 
following: 
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Axis 1 Modernization of farms  
Support may concern investments connected with undertaking or moderniza-

tion of the production of equipment for energy related purposes (including ma-
chinery and equipment for the cultivation, harvest or storage of those products 
which are used as energy materials). 

The following can be the beneficiaries: a natural person, a legal person or 
a partnership running an agricultural business. 

The maximum level of subsidies is from 40% to 75% of eligible costs. 

Axis 1 Generation of added value to the basic agricultural and forestry 
production 
The support covers investments concerning processing of agricultural prod-

ucts used for energy-related purposes as well as investments into equipment for 
the production of energy from renewable sources or waste products for the pro-
duction (biogas). 

The following beneficiaries can apply for the support: natural persons, legal 
persons, organizational entities without any legal personality and which meet 
specific conditions. 

The level of subsidies is from 25% to 50% of costs. 
The minimum value of the project is PLN 100,000, while the maximum 

value of the project is PLN 20 m.  

Axis 3 Diversification towards non-agricultural activity 
Under this Activity, the projects concerning the generation of energy prod-

ucts from biomass can be implemented. 
The beneficiaries under this Activity include a natural person who possesses 

an insurance on the grounds of the Act dated 20 Dec. 1990 concerning insur-
ance of farmers as a farmer, a farmer’s spouse or a member of the household. 

The maximum level of subsidies is 50%. 
The maximum value of support granted to one beneficiary in a farm during  

the implementation of the Programme may not exceed PLN 100,000. 

Axis 3 Creation and development of micro-businesses 
Under this Activity, also those projects can be realized which concern the 

production of energy products from biomass; however, the beneficiaries of the 
funds include a natural or legal person, or an organizational entity without any 
legal personality that runs (or undertakes) a business as a micro-entrepreneur 
employing less than 10 persons and with turnover below an equivalent of PLN 
200,000. 

The amount of support granted for the execution of the operation cannot exceed: 
----  PLN 100,000 if the business plan foresees creation of 1 to 2 jobs (per average 

annual full-time employment), which is justified with the scope of the operation, 
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----  PLN 200,000 if the business plan foresees creation of over 2 and not fewer 
than 5 workplaces (per average annual full-time employment), which is justi-
fied with the scope of the operation, 

----  PLN 300,000 if the business plan foresees the creation of at least 5 jobs (per 
average annual full-time employment), which is justified with the scope of 
the operation. 
The maximum value of the support granted to one beneficiary during  

the implementation of the Programme cannot exceed PLN 300,000. 

Axis 3 Basic services for rural economy and population 
Under this Activity, the investments can be realized which leading to the 

production or distribution of energy from renewable sources, in particular from 
wind, water, geothermal energy, solar energy, from biogas or biomass. 

The following can be the beneficiaries of the funds under this Activity: 
a commune or such an organizational entity that is organized by a territorial 
government which executes tasks as defined in the scope of the support. 

The maximum amount of the support for the implementation of projects in 
one commune during the life of the Programme cannot exceed PLN 3 m. 

II. European Territorial Cooperation Programmes 2007-2013 

This is an instrument implemented under a separate objective of the EU  
cohesion policy. Objective: European Territorial Cooperation. Support is avail-
able to the regions located along the Polish land border as well as sub-regions 
located along the Baltic Sea coast. The implementation of the programme covers 
areas according to the classification of the EU-NUTS-3 structural policy, those 
areas which require restructuring and border regions. 

The following can be the beneficiaries of the Programme: 
----  entities of territorial governments of any levels, 
----  entities and organizational units which are established by the state, heads of 

provinces or territorial government units in order to provide public services, 
----  non-profit non-government organizations, 
----  chambers of commerce, chambers of trade and craftsmanship chambers, 
----  universities, 
----  public institutions which provide educational and research services, 
----  culture institutions, 
----  churches and religious associations, 
----  Euroregions. 

The following operational programmes are specified which support invest-
ments in renewable energy sources: 
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1. Transborder Cooperation Programme: Poland (Zachodniopomorskie 
Province) – Germany (Mecklemburg/Front Pomerania – Brandenburg) 

One of the interim objectives is “Transborder protection of natural resources 
and provision of the possiblity of their permanent use”.  

The main activity under which one may apply for subsidies of investments 
into renewable energy sources is Activity 1.3: Activities aimed at improvement 
of water quality, protection of environment, landscape, climate, a reduction of 
a negative environmental impact and risk connected with natural environment. 
Support will be offered to institutional cooperation including among others pub-
lic delivery (energy supply systems). 

 
Fig. 2. Estimated outlays (in EURO) on renewable energy sources per category of inter-
vention in the group of “Support of activities for the infrastructure of transborder coop-
eration and an improvement of the state of environmental protection in border areas” 

Source: Operational Programme of Activity: European Territorial Cooperation” be-
tween Germany (Mecklemburg/ Front Pomerania – Brandenburg and Poland 
(Zachodniopomorskie Province) 2007–2013.  

The mentioned funds distinguish – two categories concerning renewable en-
ergy sources: “Biomass” renewable energy as well as hydro-power, geothermal 
and remaining renewable energy. A total amount of 1,671,600 EURO as much 
as 557,200 EURO.  

2. Transborder Cooperation Programme: Poland (Lubuskie Province) – 
Germany (Brandenburg) 

A specific objective related to renewable energy sources: “Support for infra-
structure and an improvement of the state of environment”. 

Under this programme, two activities are distinguished which support in-
vestments in renewable energy sources: 
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----  Activity 1.1. Construction and improvement of infrastructure, which support 
cooperation of municipal management entities in the following areas: power 
engineering systems, drinking water, sewage, waste management. 

----  Activity 1.2. Protection and management of natural and culture resources as 
well as fire protection and removal of the results of disasters and prevention 
of disasters. In particular, it is possible to implement projects aimed at an in-
crease of the use of energy from renewable sources within the confines of 
joint concepts of the use as well as projects concerning transborder develop-
ment and implementation of new technologies in the area of the energy-
related use of renewable materials. 

 
Fig. 3. Estimated outlays (in EURO) on renewable energy sources per category  

of intervention (in EURO) 
Source: Operational Programme of Transborder Cooperation of Poland (Lubuskie Prov-

ince) – Brandenburg 2007–2013 under “European Territorial Cooperation”.  

Among outlays on renewable energy sources per intervention category, the 
largest part of funds are assigned to investments in energy sources based on the 
use of biomass, while the smallest portion was assigned to tasks connected with 
the production of solar energy. The total amount of funds which can be used for 
renewable energy sources is 8,037,312 EURO. 

3. Transborder Cooperation Programme between the Czech Republic and 
the Republic of Poland 2007– 2013 

The specific objective of the Programme related to renewable energy sources 
is as follows: strengthening communication accessibility, environmental protec-
tion, prevention of threats. In particular: support of development and moderni-
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zation of environmental protection infrastructure (provision of water, water 
treatment plants, water grids, sewage treatment plants, sewage systems, man-
agement of waste, supplies of energy, support of the use of renewable energy 
sources). 

 
Fig. 4. Estimated outlays (in EURO) on renewable energy sources per category  

of intervention (in EURO) 
Source: Operational Programme of Transborder Cooperation Between the Czech Re-

public and the Republic of  Poland 2007–2013. 

Under this Programme, in Activity 1.2. Environmental Protection, invest-
ments can be realized concerning renewable energy sources according to the 
following scope of support: 
----  use of renewable energy sources (biomass, geothermal springs, solar, wind, 

water etc. energy), 
----  projects aimed at the achievement of energy saving and a greater efficiency 

concerning the use of traditional sources of energy, 
----  activities concerning the ICT infrastructure aimed at the execution of the 

abovementioned undertakings, including among others creation of joint in-
formation exchange system concerning new solutions related to environ-
mental protection in border areas, 

----  development of joint programmes, studies or strategies aimed at an im-
provement of the infrastructure for environmental protection, implementation 
of pilot projects. 
Funds for three categories (wind energy, solar energy and biomass) are di-

vided into the same amounts: 1,536,215 EURO each, while the smallest amount 
of funds was allocated for investments concerning renewable energy: hydro-
power, geothermal energy and other types of energy: 1,316,756 EURO. 
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4. Transborder Cooperation Programme: Poland – the Republic of Slovakia 
2007–2013 

The specific objective of the Programme related to renewable energy 
sources: promotion of partnership cooperation between Poland and Slovakia 
aimed at a sustainable social, economic, cultural and environmental develop-
ment in the Polish and Slovak border area. 

Investments concerning renewable energy sources will be realized under Priority I: 
Development of Transborder Infrastructure. 

The support will cover in particular activities connected with the construction 
of transborder infrastructure in the area of environmental protection, protection 
of nature, natural renewable energy resources. Undertakings will be promoted 
concerning the use of renewable energy sources, in particular geothermal waters. 

 
Fig. 5. Estimated outlays on renewable energy sources per category of intervention (in EURO) 
Source: Operational Programme of Transborder Cooperation between the Republic of 

Poland and the Republic of Slovakia. 

The total amount allocated to renewable energy sources in the Programme is 
1,416,671 EURO, and the greatest portion of it concerns the following category: 
hydro power, geothermal and remaining energy (472,223 EURO); slightly less 
funds relates to “biomass” renewable energy and wind energy: 314,816 EURO 
each. The remaining two categories receive 157,408 EURO each (solar energy, 
energy efficiency, combined production, energy management). 

5. Transborder Cooperation Programme between Poland and Lithuania 

The specific objective of the Programme related to renewable energy 
sources: obtaining a sustained development of the support area oriented towards 
the future and being attractive in the categories of the quality of life, social 
equality, environment and communication relations. 
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Investments concerning renewable energy sources can be realized under Pri-
ority II Transborder Cohesion and Overall Improvement of the Support Area 
Quality: Activity 2.2. Life Environment. The support will cover activities aimed 
at the use of biomass, geothermal, water, wind and solar energy. 

 
Fig. 6. Estimated outlays on renewable energy sources per category of intervention (in EURO) 
Source: Operational Programme of Transborder Cooperation between Poland and 

Lithuania. 

Funds under the Programme of Transborder Cooperation between Poland 
and Lithuania allocated for renewable energy sources are divided into five cate-
gories, in the same amounts for each. Tasks related to renewable energy sources 
can be subsidized under this Programme to a total amount of 2,987,035 EURO. 

6. South Baltic Transborder Cooperation Programme 

Co-financing of projects concerning renewable energy sources under this 
Programme will be possible through Priority II: Attractiveness and Joint Iden-
tity: Activity 2.2. Saving of energy and renewable energy. The support covers 
the following issues: 
----  exchange of knowledge, preparation and execution of joint plans of activities 

in the area of renewable energy sources and models of energy saving, 
----  joint research, tests and preparation of pilot investments on a small scale in 

the area of renewable energy, 
----  promotion of the achievements of the South Baltic related to energy saving 

and renewable energy on internal and external forums.  
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Fig. 7. Estimated outlays on renewable energy sources per category of intervention (in EURO) 
Source: South Baltic Transborder Cooperation Programme. 

The largest share in the outlays on renewable energy sources is this pro-
gramme is represented by tasks which have an impact on an increase of the  
energy efficiency as well as combined production and energy management: 
2,429,426 EURO, i.e. almost 40 per cent of all the funds allocated to renewable 
energy sources. 

At the turn of April and May 2010, the call for proposals under this Pro-
gramme began, including support for projects aimed at an exchange of knowl-
edge and experience as well as a preparation and implementation of joint activ-
ity plans related to renewable energy sources and the possibilities of energy sav-
ing, and also a promotion of this type of activities. 

7. Transnational cooperation: Programme of Baltic Sea Region 2007–2012 

The Baltic Sea Region: (participating states: Poland, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, Lithuania, Latvia, Germany, Byelorussia, Sweden, Russian, Norway). 

Under this Programme, three activities were identified under which it is pos-
sible to support investments concerning renewable energy sources. 
----  Activity 1.2. Facilitating of technology transfer and dissemination of knowl-

edge all over the region. Among aothers the following can be supported: 
promotion and transfer of knowledge concerning models of management of 
alternative and renewable energy, 

----  Activity 3.2. Sustained exploitation of resources. Co-financing can be ob-
tained for the following: strategies, activities and investments concerning sus-
tainable exploitation of sea resources including an introduction of the best 
technologies and practices available, e.g. in the area of the exploitation of gas 
hydrates, coastal wind power engineering, fish breeding, use of biomass, 
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----  Activity 4.1. Strengthening of the development of metropolis regions, cities 
and urban areas, under which support will be offered to urban-rural partner-
ships which solve problems concerning among others energy saving includ-
ing saving of renewable energy, 

----  Activity 4.2. Strategic support for an integrated development of a region as 
well as social-economic and territorial cohesion. The support covers among 
others the preparation and implementation of joint strategies concerning en-
ergy saving. 

 
Fig. 8. Estimated outlays on renewable energy sources per category of intervention (in EURO) 
Source: Programme of Baltic Sea Region 2007–2012. 

The funds offered under this Programme are divided into three categories. The 
total outlays on renewable energy sources amount to 11,733,146 EURO, with the 
largest share of the category of “Biomass” Renewable Energy: 5,866,537 EURO 
(almost 50% of all the funds related to renewable energy sources). 

8. Transnational cooperation: Programme for the Central Europe (partici-
pating states: Poland, Austria, the Czech Republic, Germany, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Germany, Ukraine) 

The main objective of the Programme: An improvement of a steady and sus-
tainable territorial development through an improvement of the environment qual-
ity and a development of attractive towns and regions in the Central Europe area 
will be realized through activities included in Priority 3: Responsible use of the 
environment. This Priority will support the use of the sources of renewable energy 
and an increase of the energy efficiency in the area covered by the cooperation. 
The use of environment-friendly technologies and activities will be increased. 
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A detailed scope of support for tasks in the area of renewable energy sources 
is included in Activity 3.3: Support of the use of renewable energy sources and 
an increase of energy efficiency; it covers the following: 
----  development of a joint strategy of energy saving and energy efficiency, 
----  an implementation of sustainable strategies of the use of exploitation of the 

resources of renewable energy and endogenous energy (including wind, wa-
ter, solar power, biomass), 

----  a transfer of technologies from the science, industry and a policy concerning 
potential negative effects of the production of renewable energy sources, 
a development of innovative activities of the use of renewable energy re-
sources in transportation. 

III. The European Instrument of Neigbourhood and Partnership 

Poland will participate and manage two programmes under this Instrument 
(Poland – Byelorussia – Ukraine – Poland – Lithuania – the Russian Federation). 

1. Programme of Transborder Cooperation: Poland – Byelorussia - Ukraine 

The objective of the Programme related to renewable energy sources is joint 
activities concerning joint challenges in such areas as the environment, public 
health as well as counteraction and fighting organized delinquency. 

The support covers activities for a wider use and development of renewable 
energy sources through an exchange of knowledge, development and implemen-
tation of joint activities in the area of renewable energy sources through an ex-
change of knowledge, development and implementation of joint activities in this 
area, as well as propagation of the models of energy saving. Furthermore,  
co-financing will cover joint research, tests and preparation of small-scale pilot 
investments concerning renewable sources of energy. 

2. Programme of Transborder Cooperation: Lithuania – Poland – Russian 
Federation 

Obtaining of funds for renewable energy sources from this Programme is 
possible via Activity 1.1 sustainable use of the environment. This comprises the 
following types of projects: 
----  preparation and implementation of small-scale pilot projects in the area of 

modern management of water resources and waste management, with a par-
ticular attention to the protection of the Baltic Sea waters, as well as joint  
activities aimed at a reduction of an emission of harmful substances from 
small and dispersed sources, 

----  monitoring of the condition of air and water, creation of transborder data  
exchange systems concerning environment monitoring, 

----  activities aimed at a revitalisation of degradated areas, 



 Possibilities of financing the investments by European Union funds… 261 __________________________________________________________  

----  an effective use of energy and a promotion of energy sources with the small-
est negative impact on the environment, a preparation and implementation of 
joint plans and activities concerning renewable energy sources. 
On 15 June 2010, under this Programme, a call for proposals began, which 

will end by 15 September this year. Projects can be financed from Activity 1.1. 
Sustainable use of the environment.  

IV. Examples of projects executed under co-financing from the 
European Union funds 

In the current perspective, funding of tasks from the structural funds covers 
the years 2007–2013, but most of calls for proposals commenced after the year 
and not all the competitions have been concluded as yet. 

Table 1. Information concerning proposals submitted and contracts signed 
concerning investments in the production of energy from renewable 
sources within the framework of the Rural Development Programme 
2007–2013 as of the day of 31 Dec. 2009 

Activity Proposals submitted* Contract** 
 Number Amount applied for Number Amount applied for 
  

Total 

European 
Agricultural 

Fund for 
Rural 

Development 
(EAFRD) 

 

Total 

European 
Agricultural 

Fund for 
Rural 

Development 
(EAFRD) 

311. Diversification in the 
direction of non-agricultural 
activity for the category of 
“Production of energy ma-
terials from biomass” 

195 13,619,341.37 10 214 506,03 71 5,097,553.00 3,823,164.75 

Total activity: 311 7871 – – 3179 263,395,833.50 197,546,875.13 
312. Creation and develop-
ment of micro-companies 
for the category „Produc-
tion of energy materials 
from biomass” 

129 19,972,559.50 14,979,419.63 9 871,819.00 653,864.25 

Total activity: 312 4982 – – 478 63,746,778.00 47,810,083.82 

* Data prepared on the grounds of the proposals to the Rural Development Programme 
2007–2013 (according to the state of the database of proposals as of 20 May 2010) 
** Data prepared on the grounds of the interim report on the execution of activities 
within the framework of the Rural Development Programme for the years of 2007–2013 
covering the year 2009 
Source: Agency for Restructuring and Modernisation of Agriculture, Regional Branch 

in Gdynia, Department of Programming and Reporting. 

Within the framework of the activity: Diversification in the direction of non-
agricultural activity for the category of “Production of energy materials from 
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biomass”, 71 contracts were signed out of the total number of 3,179 signed 
contracts in this activity, which constitutes a small amount, i.e. ca. 2%. 

The value of these projects also constitutes ca. 2% of the total value of the 
projects from this activity. 

Within the framework of the activity: Creation and development of micro-
companies for the category of “Production of energy materials from biomass”, 
9 contracts were signed per a total of 478 contracts concluded in this activity, 
which constitutes as little as 1.9%. The share of the value of these projects in 
the total value of projects within the framework of this activity is even smaller. 

Within the framework of both activities, i.e. 311 Diversification in the 
direction of non-agricultural activity and 312 Creation and development of 
micro-companies, a total of 12,853 proposals were submitted, out of which 324 
proposals (2.5%) concern the category of “Production of energy materials from 
biomass”. Co-financing was received by proportionally slightly fewer proposals 
(in this category in relation to all the proposals submitted within the framework 
of the whole activity) than there were proposals submitted. 

In the period from 29 March 2010 to 27 Apr. 2010, the Board of Pomorskie 
Province announced a call for proposals for Activity 5.4 of the Regional 
Operational Programme of Pomorskie Province for the years of 2007-2013. The 
amount of the funds allocated for co-financing is PLN 35,889,242. 

24 applicants replied to the competition. These were mainly the Communes 
of Pomorskie Province or their organizational units. 7 non-government organi-
zations also submitted their proposals. 

The value of the co-financing applied for was PLN 70,293,372.86 and it 
constitutes 195.86% of the allocation of the funds. 

The majority of the projects concern those investments which use solar 
power (building of solar systems), 19 projects (82%) are subsidized on the level 
of 75% of the value of the projects. 

Within the framework of Activity 321 of the Rural Development Pro-
gramme: “Basic services for the economy and rural population”, 6 roposals, 
which concerned production or distribution of energy from renewable sources, 
received co-financing. The total value of the projects is PLN 7,943,700.87. Two 
proposals were subsidized on the level of 50%, the remaining ones on the level 
of 75%. 
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Fig. 9. The amount of financing applied for connected with the projects concerning 

production or distribution of energy from renewable sources as per categories 
Source: Department of the Rural Development Programme of Pomorskie Province, 

Gda� sk, 2010. 

Under Activity 5.5 of the Operational Programme of Pomorskie Province, 
the projects which improve effectiveness and safety are realized. Comprehen-
sive projects, related to modernization of energy sources, including these which 
use renewable energy, are particularly favoured. Within the framework of the 
competition procedure carried out, two projects, which fulfilled these criteria, 
were selected for co-financing. Both projects concerned a conversion and 
modernization of an energy system. They were characterized by a favourable 
ratio of the expenditures to the effects and they contributed to a reduction of the 
quantity of the emission of pollutants into the atmosphere. 

Conclusions 

Investments in the renewable energy sources are becoming a necessity in the 
modern world, mainly due to the provision of energy safety. In this respect, the 
diversification of the sources of energy, particularly of renewable sources is of 
a prime importance.  

Unfortunately, high expenditures connected with investments involving 
renewable energy sources constitute the largest problem and resulting long 
payback period. Hence, there is a need to support such investments with 
additional funds, mainly from the European Union.  
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It is to be supposed that if there was no government’s support, investments in 
the renewable power industry in Poland would not be undertaken. It would lead 
to a significant community-related loss2. 

A review of the Operational Programmes which distribute the EU structural 
funds indicates that there are a number of possibilities to obtain funds for 
investments in renewable energy sources. 

At the same time, it should be emphasised that there is a lot of interest in the 
support offered, in particular concerning local government entities and their 
organizational units. Most frequently, calls for proposals are closed with 
a considerable overrun of the allocation of the funds for specific Activities. 

Those funds allocated to renewable energy sources which are offered to 
entrepreneurs and farmers tend to show less interest. This type investments 
constitute a mere 2% of the value of projects subsidized within the framework 
of the Activities which offer support to investments in renewable energy 
sources among others. 
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